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 Depth, Creative 
Development Grant 

Angelique Zhou, 
Keelan Armstrong 

 Our project is an investigation to the sensorial responses of humans in 
spaces of vulnerability through immersive theatre and puppetry. We 
push to explore the contradictions of knowing and not knowing, fear 
and comfort with our proposal question as “Why do we feel 
comfortable when we are most vulnerable?” This has furthered us in 
discussions around sleep and the unknowns of the sea. We wish to take 
the audience on a small journey hoping them to come out with a sense 
of peace in the midst of uncertainty. This journey is a down way that 
comes back up, meeting the various textures of fabrics, light, emulsified 
by the soundscape we’ll create by playing with found materials and 
existing sounds. Along the way we meet puppet sea creatures that 
interact with the audience. Ultimately, we hope to create a textually 
abundant ecosystem that provides comfort and tranquillity. Gradually 
but gently, we take away each element leaving them in the room with 
nothing but the performer’s dialogue in which we explore the 
acceptance of our mortality.  It is after the gentle sway into the abyss of 
nothingness that we bring them back to the familiar sounds of the shore 
and introduction of light again, illuminating their individual realities. 

 $200 

The Secrets, Venue Hire 
and Production Support 
Funding 

Element Theatre 
Company 

We intend to deliver an immersive experience to the audience through 
innovative and experimental expression techniques, reflected in sets, 
props & lighting design as well as acting. The performance centers 
around three couples, one bachelor, and a housewarming party. 
The Hostess proposes that everyone shares every phone call 
and the message they received during the night—an unexpected 
'confession' is forced to take place. When secrets are no longer secrets, 
when 'me and you' become 'you and he/she', how will they cope, and 
what will be the outcome? We will provoke reflections and discussions 
from the audience through exploring the following themes: the fragility 
of human relationships; and we will explore the impact of technology to 
our lives, and the different sides of people. 

 $2,000 

Newsflash, Rehearsal 
Support Grant 

Flare Dance 
Ensemble 

This performance aims to showcase the talents of Flare members to the 
Melbourne dance community via performances of dance pieces. These 
dance pieces are of a variety of genres. Another objective is to give flare 
members to develop their dance skills and provide more talented 
dancers with the opportunity to choreograph their own pieces. We are 
excited to share 12 new and original dance pieces with you after 2 years 
of virtual productions. After months of rehearsals, each choreographer 
and their cast have prepared something truly special for this night of 
performances. From the comedic to the heart-warming to the 
conceptual, each piece shows a new page of Flare Dance Ensemble. 

 

READY, New Work Grant Flick READY is a one person show about love, and the way in which disable 
interact with time and space. Much disability happens unseen, we 
prepare and recover in the comfort of our own homes, and it means 
that abled people don't often have a connected understanding of the 

$2,000 
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labour of getting ready or even interpersonal relationships between 
abled and disabled people. As a queer and disabled identifying 
performer, I want to create a work that explores the beauty of 
divergent ways of being, and plays with the way disabled people have 
distinct rituals, routines, and ways of moving and being once they are 
on their own. The show follows a disabled person as they process a 
break up in their own space, reflecting on the way we process grief 
when loss is primarily due to our different needs and ways of 
communicating/being. It will be highly designed, and work with auditory 
and visual plethora. 

SLUTNIK, New Work 
Grant 

Flick This show is a stylised and rambunctious play that dissects the 
relationship between queer women/nonbinary people with the 
patriarchy they live within. It dissects the role of anger and courage with 
social movements, and imagines worlds in which escape to safety is 
possible for women. Much of the dangers and traumas of being queer 
women and nonbinary people are at the forefront of cultural minds - 
particularly those with disabilities and chronic illnesses - but this show 
aims to move past the pain and search for solutions.  A post-dramatic 
version under the same name was developed last year for Midsumma 
2022, but with financial help I am trying to create this new play which 
aims to fearlessly lean into a sci fi narrative to create a show worthy of 
longevity in the Australian theatrical canon. The show with highlight the 
necessity and privilege of chosen family, and the love between queer 
friends and romantic partners. As a queer and disabled identifying 
performer, I want to create a work that explores the beauty of 
divergent ways of being, and plays with the way people in the particular 
intersection of communities I live in - queer and disabled - love and 
support each other, and imagine better futures. 

$2,000 

Two Nights Out of Bed, 
Venue Hire and 
Production Support 
Funding 

Four Letter Word 
Theatre 

Our objectives with this project are in line with the values that Four 
Letter Word Theatre always brings to each of its new projects, which is 
to platform new writers and offer a space for fresh ideas and diverse 
perspectives. Our incentives now also encompass the desire to bring a 
physical show to the stage, in a world that is still in the midst of a global 
pandemic. Following on from our online show last year, FLW is keen to 
bring this work to the stage, as so many new writers have not been 
provided the opportunity to see their work aired out on stage in front of 
an audience. 

$1,050 

Under the Influence, 
Venue Hire and 
Production Support 
Funding  

Four Letter Word 
Theatre 

We aim to put on a fun, comedy musical. We want to make people 
laugh while also creating an opportunity for theatre makers of all kinds 
to come together. After a publicity stunt accidentally gets far more 
attention than anticipated, a pair of struggling university students 
desperate to get their True Crime internet show off the ground - are 
thrust into the oversaturated and chaotic world of social media 
microfame.  "Under the Influence" is a dark comedy exploring themes 
of loyalty, trust, ambition and friendship within a world of ever-
changing trends, attitudes and of course, the looming fear of 
being cancelled at a moment's notice. 

$2,000 

JAFFY, New Work Grant Floor Work JAFFY is a project that started off as a one woman cabaret online for 
Mudfest in 2021, where it was a one person team with no music, no set, 
and no budget. A year later, Floor Work has taken the project on and 
will produce it as a full fledged production. We plan to combine physical 
and musical theatre to create something theatre goers and especially 
non theatre goers have never seen before. The team is made up of 
young, eager creatives with little to no experience and we all follow the 
protagonist, My, in this journey of discovery as we too try to work out 
how to navigate her life! The work is quite particular to those living in 
Melbourne, and therefore very fun and accessible to watch, as 
everyone will find a little joy that they can relate to in the piece. The 
work is completely original with new, fresh scores, and choreographed 
physical theatre that will bring unique enjoyment to those who come 
and watch. We hope that this show will result in more students coming 

$2,000 

https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/cancelled?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUDsrl8w1Z5QWD4un3iij6fhBPfS8ypUe7BZ9IUJG06HmnJKBd6Hzp0ow4FvUsfkXKRDjMVj-QhwBNVZeXbpeZXVELBL4md_gq_fe_FA5pJRBhXYqEDCve6bC4pw1d8rug&__tn__=q
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to see theatre, and for people to see how accessible theatre can be, not 
only in terms of ticket prices but also content. 

Annual Workshop, 
Creative Development 
Grant 

Melbourne Uni 
Law Revue 

The Melbourne Uni Law Revue is extremely excited to bring its 
renowned annual sketch comedy show back to the theatre. After two 
years of pivoting to online (last year we pivoted 4 weeks out from our 
show!) we are determined to bring the Revue back in a BIG, VISIBLE, 
way that reminds everyone of the silly-funny sketch comedy we are 
loved for.  
 
Our freshly recruited cast have taken to the sketch-writing trenches (the 
show is entirely cast-written, new and original every year)  and we are 
looking for ways for them to be inspired and challenged in this process. 
Our annual workshop with comedy professionals aims to prod their 
comedic minds and conjure up ideas for our final show. Not only this, 
but the workshop provides valuable career insights from comedians 
who have made it in the ‘biz, as many of our alumni ultimately do too. 
We will also be inviting current Melbourne Uni students who were in 
the Revue last year to come back and join in on this in-person 
Workshop, which was sadly quickly pivoted to online delivery last year. 

$750 

Endgame, Venue Hire 
and Production Support 
Funding 

MU Modern MU Modern hopes to use this production to train and develop a group 
of theatre creatives to both contribute in a small way to revitalising on-
campus student theatre in 2022, as well as internally bring in new talent 
to take over the company and reshape it going forward. Through 
Endgame, we will provide direct mentorship and training to new 
student creatives in various aspects of the theatre arts. There has been 
a significant gap in theatre experiences at Unimelb due to COVID-19, 
and so we hope to begin to bridge that gap in knowledge. We will bring 
on experienced theatre professionals to provide guidance to involved 
students. These people constitute the 25% participation of non-
students/alumni, all of whom are veteran Unimelb student theatre 
makers and will be able to pass on their experience and knowledge to 
new students, many with zero student theatre experience.  

$1,844 

Muse ’22 – My Rotting 
Body, Creative 
Development Grant 

Taylor Reece, 
Rebecca Vincent, 
Samira Reason, 
Chloe McKeon, 
Brigid Quonoey  

We are running a creative development of an immersive theatre piece 
based around a sensory room, which will have its initial performance 
season/development showings as a part of the MUSE879 festival at 
VCA. While we are working towards this goal of a public showing, our 
key interest for this project is the development workshops themselves. 
We are student theatre artists who met through our course at VCA, and 
have a shared interest in creating immersive, sensory-based work which 
is accessible to neuro-divergent audience members. We are inspired by 
theatre pieces we have seen before which appeal to the senses. In 
particular, theatre created for very young audiences. As a 
neurodivergent audience member, Samira noted the particular appeal 
these types of works had to neurodivergent audiences as well as 
children, which led us to conceiving the idea of a similarly sensory-
based work, but with an adult audience as the target. We envision that 
this work will be a hybrid of theatre, visual arts and music - with VCA 
and MCM students from each of these disciplines involved to share 
their expertise and learn from each other. 

$570 

Those Well Oiled 
Members, Venue Hire 
and Production Support 
Funding 

2050 Theatre The core objective of this play is to provide a space for Melbourne Uni 
students to grow as artists, take big creative risks and build strong 
connections within the theatre community. The original idea for the 
show was intentionally very broad, allowing the project to be 
fundamentally shaped by all those involved. Guided by 2050 Theatre’s 
core goal of creating theatre that stokes critical thought on climate 
change in innovative ways, our group cooperatively developed a 
performance that aims to integrate ideas on climate change with the 
structure and stylings of a black farce.By exploring the horrific truth of 
the climate crisis in the lightest, most entertaining way possible we 
intend to achieve 2050 Theatre’s goal of engaging audiences in critical 
thought without them realising it or feeling spoken down to. By creating 

$2,000 
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the most entertaining show possible but remaining deeply true to our 
strong held beliefs on climate change we hope to engage audiences as 
strongly as possible and then provide them with a sneaky dose of 
critical thinking. 
 

2050 Theatre Creative 
Development 
Workshops, New 
Student Theatre Group 
Seed Funding 

2050 Theatre The reason we want to undertake this project is mainly to improve the 
dramaturgical skills of the students who will have free access to the 
creative development programs. This will allow for the exploration and 
practise of unconventional forms of theatre that challenge the use of 
space and form to broaden students understandings of dramaturgy. The 
creative development workshops will continue the aims of our 
production company as we take the skills learnt from each workshop 
and apply them to short pieces that focus on climate change tensions 
and explore relationships to create practical change for audience 
member attitudes to climate change. 

$2,000 

 
Total number of projects funded: 14 
 
Total Theatre Board grant funds awarded in 2022: $18,834 
 
mailto:theatre-board@unimelb.edu.au 



Page 5 of 7 

2022 Grant Recipient Gallery 
 

 

     

 MU Modern – Endgame 

(Supported by Venue Hire 
and Production Support Funding) 

Floor Work – JAFFY 
 
(Supported by New Work Grant) 
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Taylor Reece, Taylor Reece, 
Rebecca Vincent, Samira 
Reason, Chloe McKeon, 
Brigid Quonoey– My Rotting 
Body (MUSE '22) 

 

(Supported by 
Creative Development Grant) 
 

Four Letter Word Theatre 
– Under the Influence 

 

(Supported by Venue Hire and 
Production Support Funding) 
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Melbourne University Law Revue 
– Annual Workshop 

 

(Supported by Creative 
Development Grant) 
 

Element Theatre Company – The 
Secrets 

 

(Supported by Venue Hire and 
Production Support Funding) 
 

Four Letter Word Theatre – Two 
Nights Out of Bed 

 

(Supported by New Work Grants) 
 


